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THEORY OF JOURNALISM.

The Philadelphia Age, 8 Democratic journal,
after referring in terms of commendation to a re-
cont article which appeared in our paper, proceeds
to say: ;i !
s b Lt pis
opposition r. It 1s one of the *printers by autho-
rity’ of the Federal statutes. It has from time to time
spoken aa if from .official inspirition, and certainly has
never indulged in any strain of harsh eriticiem on the

or short comings of the Administration. Regret
mdmd peen often felt and expressed that, with its
conservative tendencies and known regard for the obliga-
tions of law, the Intelligencer so often should have even
seemed to connive at acte whieh were confeseedly in vio-
lation ef the law, aud had no word of condemnation for
the long eategory of wrongs that have been perpetrated.
Therefore it is that, when 1ls editors speak such words of
earnest reprehension as we to-dsy reprint, they should be,
sod, we faintly bope, will be hesded.” ;

The conductors of our Philadelphia Demooratio
contemporary must be little familiar with the past
history of the National Intelligencer, and must
have read its columns to little purpose, if they sup-
pose that our relations to the present Administra-
tion differ at all from those which we have borne
to its predecessors of whatever party. We have
never weged a systematic opposition to any Ad-
ministration with which we have been coeval,
however much, on general grounds, we may have
been opposed to its political creed, and just as little
have we pledged an unquestioning support to any
Administration, even when the party with which
we most sympathized has been in power and place.

It has so happened, that in the division of parties
which has obtained in the country for the last
thirty or forty years, we have generally found our-
selves in opposition to the reigniog Administration,
because, during this period, the political power has
for the most part been in the hands of the Demo-
cratio party, and we were not able to coneur in the
wisdom or policy of those distinetive measures to
which this party was once addicted by its political
principles and traditions. But when the measures of
this party commended, themselves to our judgment,
or when its inoumbents in office discharged . their
duties with fidelity and skill, we never felt it just
to withhold from the one our support or from the
other our humble tribute of praise.

‘We see no reason for departing from this course
in prescibing to ourselves the relations we bear to
the present Administration. As candid journal-
ists wo feel it our duty to sustain the Administra-
tion in all its measures and in all its departments,
#o far a8 they commend themselves to our approval.
And s independent journalists, called to consult,
aocording to the light before us, the best interests
of the Republic rather than the wishes or feelings
of men in place, we ieel it equally our duty to op-
pose all measures which we deem unconstitutional
or inexpedient, and to animadvert on official negli-
gence and incompetence wlerever their presence
is & source of weskness or danger to the common

We are well aware that in pursuing this course
we can assure for ourselves no exemption from the
infirmities which pertain to &ll human judgments
and opinions, but ss we always seek to base our
appraval of measures or our dissent from measures
on grounds stated with equal frankness in either
case, we hope we generally sucoeed in impressing
on our readers a confidence in tho honesty of our
motives, even when, ss we know must often be the
fact, we do not succeed in earrying conviction to
évery mind with regard to the justice of the grounds
on which we base the one or the other. We do
not doubt that there are Republican journals which
sometimes think we transcend the limits of just
oriticism in condemning such oiv) policies and
acta of the present Administration as we conceive
to be wrong or injudicious, just as the Philadel-
phis Age makes it apparent that there may be De-
moeratio journals which think it just to tax ns
with “seeming to eonnive at acts confessedly in
violation of law,” becausc,as it ventures to allege,
 we have had no word of condemnation for the long
ontegory of wrongs that have been perpetrated.”
As our eonsoiences do not acouse us of being just-
Iylisble to the one or theother of these reproaches,
we beg only to sayin reply to each that if we have
not blamed for the make of blaming, we have not
withheld ceasure from motives of complacency.

We leave to our critios, of whatever party, full
privilege to dissent from the theory or practice of
our editorial conduet, being eontent to find in the
conflicting grounds of their dissent some reason to
hope that we have not fallen entirely below the
standard of impartiality whioh we erect for our

gliduu.__ i
THE PUBLIC DEBT.

A Washington letter to New York states that the public
records on Tuesday last show that the public debt out-
standing bearing interest in coin in $583,887 B42—n differ-
enoe loas than the amount stated on the 1Uth instant of
$731,000, the intorest being §52,621,281. The amount of
debt beariog interest in lawful money is $404 5563 520, or
pearly & million and & ball more than in the previous
stateme t, with an nggregate lawful money interest of
$21,027,000. The debt bearing no intersat in §516,732,032.
The debt on which intarest has ceased in $370,190. The
recapitulation shows the aggregate amount outstanding to
be $1,800,523,605, with interest in both gold and lawful
money to the amount of $73,660,630. The principal is
$9,320,000 more than Iast month's statersent. The un-
paid requisitions amount to sbout $77,000,000, and the
amount in the Troasury is nearly $15,000,000,

THE BIEGE OF WASHINGTON.

We need not direet the attention of our readers
to the dedeription of the recent * Biege of Wash-
ington,”” as copied in another part of to-day's
paper from the columna of our Republioan con-
temporary, the Rochester (N. Y.) Demoerat, to
which it was oontributed by its correspondent
“ Bidney” in this city. This account is one of
the fullest, and at the same time one of the most

[ graphic, which has fallen wnder our eye, and for

its truthfulness none oan answer better than our
readers in this city, ss far as they may have been
in & position to verify the observations of the in-
telligent and sprightly writer.

We bave slightly condensed some portions of
the narrative, in order to acoommodate it to the
space we can make available for its insertion in
our columns, though in doing so we bave been
careful mot to break the continuity of the epic
story as it is evolved in successive acts under_the
dramatic pen of the narrator.

The “Siege of Washington,” we way fondly
hope, will live in history and soug as long us * the
tale of Troy divine,” for already the former, though
an affair of yeslerday, is enveloped in a dim poetio
haze whioh it took ages of antiquity to cast over
the siege of Priam’s city. With the catalogue of
the Greeks, as given by Homer, we oan caloulate
pretty closely how many of these well-greaved war-
riors sat down for ten years before the walls of
Troy, but; though our military authorities have, it
is said, found the roster of the Southrons latsly
beleaguering Washington for the space of two sum-
mer days and nights, the critical commentators
and journalists continue to differ on the question
of their number. But as those who are privileged
to look through the strongest lenses of the officisl
magnifying glass have gradually reduced their cal-
culations from fifty thousand to thirty-five thou-
sand, and from thirty-five thousand to somewhere
“between twenty and thirty thousand,” it is hoped
tiat, before the event passes into history, a suffi-
cient approximation to something like the truth on
this subject may be reached to prevent a future
Niebubr from relegating the whole story of “the
Siege of Washington™ to the mythical period of
the Republic. If in any mind the swelling scencs
of the last week have

“ Gone, glimmering throughthe dream of things that were,”
the veracious chronicle of “Sidney” will bring
them back in all their vividness and in their quick
transitions. '

NUMBER OF THE INVADERS.

It is known to our readers tbat the city of Frederick
(Md.) was ocoupied by the Confederate foross under Gen.
Early on the Oth insfast. The Frederick Examiner of
the 20th ivstant (a very intense Administration paper)
states that the whole number of the invaders is variously
estimated in Frederick at from ten to thirty thoussnd, but
the editor dismisses the latter figures as an ** exaggera-
tion," and sets down the expedition at about fifteen thou-
sand men. The Maryland * Union,” also published in
Frederick, states that the invading foree  coneisted of be-
tween ten and fiftsen thousand.” The whole of this
force, whatever it was, whether ten thousaud or fifteen
thousand, was engsged in the baitle of Monocacy,
where it lost, the Exyminer thinke, in killed, wounded,
missing, and dissbled, nearly three thousand men—-
doubtless an over-estimate. After the defeat of General
Wallace at Monocacy Junotion, soveral small detach-
ments wera sent io the direction of Baltimore to over-
run Ballimore county nod cut (he railroads between Har-
risburg and Pbiladelphia, while the main body of the inva-
ders moved towards Washiogton and the fords of the
Potomae. The reader will readily perceive what entire
confirmation 1s lent by these atatements of the Examiner
snd of the Union to the intelligence, derived from other
sources, showing the paucity of the forces which appeared
before this eity during its recent investment on the north
side of the Potomae.

FROM THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAQC.

We learn that information bas been received from the
headquarters of the Ariy of Lhe Potomso, dated July 25,
which says that the shelling and picket firing belween the
Nioth Corps and the enemy was on SBunday more brisk
than usual, sod was kept up all day. Very few easunltion
oceur, considering the quantity of powder speot by both
partics

No exchanges of papers have been made between the
pickets for some daya past, the rebel commanders havirg
strietly probibited it. A Richmond paper of the 224 claims
a decided victory at Atlants, driving our forees back with
tremendous loss. [Tha official informstion disclosed by
onr Government showa that the battle of the 22d (Friday
last) was decidedly favorable to the national arms.] The
Richmond ppper aléo sayn that our forces were defented
at Buicker's Gap by Gen. Early, whore they took a number
of prisoners.

Deserters are not so numerons as they were s week
ago, the enemy seeming to keep a atriol watoh for them
slong (he lines.

A NEW CLABS OF EXEMPTA.

Provost Marshal General Fry has issned a olrcular to
the effect that skilled mechanies and operatives employed
in the sreennls and navy yards of the United States, who
shall be drafted and on examioation be beld to servics, will
not be required to report for duty under such draft, so long
as they remain in the aforesnid servies, provided the officer
in ehnrge shall certify that their labor as mechanics or
gpernijves is necessary for the naval or military serviee.

VOLUNTEERINg,

Authority has been granted to the State sutborities by
the Bearstary of War to organize vew regiments of volun®
teers for one year under the last eall for 500,000. The
Governor of Obio has issned his proclamation for twenty
now regliaents,

General 8herman protests ngainat the entranee of re
eruiting agents into his department, elaiming that they
will awell the number of idle non-combatants without ren-
dering any commensurate service.

FIRE AT PHILADELPHIA.
Pamaverema, Juny 2.—The Government wagon
factory of Henry Bimmona took fire st eight o'elock to-
night, and will probably be entirely consumed. Tt s the
Inrgest establishment of the kind in the country.

.

GreaT FIRE 18 NEW Jeusey —A fire broke cut in the
pives in Ocean county, (N.J.) on the 2Gth ultimo, and
raged for four dl’l. It lw about thres miles north-
east of Ferugo, and extended to Tom's river, making a
sweep of about nine miles in a direet line, and destroyi
every vestige of timber and over an mm
probably twenty-five square miles. -

Four pernons ware drowned in Newport harbor on Mon-
day by the upsetting of a boa.

gencer,
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THE LAW OF REPRIBALS.

It is known to our readers that on Tuesdsy last|
a resolution was passed in the Convention of she
Btate df Maryland, now sitting at Annapolis, re.
questing the President of the United States and the
Commandant of the Military Department in which
Maryland is included to authorize and levy special
reprisals on “ known sympathizers with the rebel-
lion, residents in the State,” for the purpose of
reimbursing “loyal citizens” to the amount of “ all
loases and spolistions” sustained by them from the
late invasion of Maryland. The resolution to this
effeot was offered by Mr. SomLgy, of Frederick,
and is in the following terms :

Ordered, That this Convention, represen the
of Maryland, h-reby respectfully request the o1
the United Btates snd commandant of the Inlllt:’?'du-
Flow and propretys tostsoes upou. the. a5 apethisets Bl
the rebellion, rexidents fn this® State, the total amoust of
all losses and spoliation sustsined by the loyal citizens of

the United States, resident in this Btate, by reason of the
recent rebel raid, to compenaate loyal sufferers.

The vote on the adoption of the resolution was
taken by yeas and nays as follows :

Yras—Meossrs. Goldsborough, President ; Abbott, An.
nan, Andoun, Barroo, Carter, Cushing, Daniel, Davis ot
Washington, Earla, ﬁsker. Galloway, Hatch, Hopkins,
Hopper, King, Larsh, Markey, McComas, Mullikin, Mur-
ray, Nymao, Parker, Pugh, Ridgely, Russell, Sands,
Behley, Boott, Btirling, Btockbridge, Wickard, and Wooden

Nays—Meears. Belt, Chamber:, Dail, Davis of Charles,
Dennis, Dent, Edelen, Henkle, Hollyday, Johnson, Jones
of Bomerset, Lee, Mace, Mibchell, Miller, Morgan, and
Bmith of Dorchester—17.

We have placed this resolution on record, with the
names of those who voted for it, as an instance of the
extremities to which partisan bitterness and revenge
can stimulate their votaries in a time of revolution,
when the passions of men get the better of their rea-
son. It issafo to presume that very few among those
who have recorded their votes in fayor of this proposi-
tion will either approve or defend, as individuals,
the policy it contemplates. But in & time of ex-
citement, when public fecling runs high, individu-
ality is destroyed and manly character degenerates
until, in the end, the will of the majority may be
the mere reflection of the few who are most ready
to play on the predominant passion of the hour.
He who, under such circamstsnces, clings to his
oomvictions, as Dr. Lieber has well said in one of
his excellent treatises, ““is put in ban as unna-
tional and as an enemy to the people.”

It is to precisely such a distemperature of the
popular mind that the present proposition owes its
conception and the degree of favor it has seemed
to find from men sitting in Convention in the name
and by the authority of & State. It was presumed
by its authors that few would have the courage to
oppose it among those whose desire to preserve &
repute for ‘““loyalty” is ptronger than their intelli-
gence or thelr adherence to principle. And the
presumption was justified by the result, as but a
single member of the Convention, Mr., Mace, of
Baltimore county, among those elected as ¢ Union-
ists,”” had the perspicacity or the independence to
register his vote against this iniquitons suggestion.
Let that man be held in honor.

It is charitable to suppose that some who voted
for the measure did so from a confusion of ideas
with regard to the law of special reprisals, and, as
the Convention has asked the President to do what
every enlightened citizen knows it is not possible
for him to authorize, it may be proper, for the sake
of vindioating his conduct from the aspersions to
which Ae may be subjected from refusing com-
pliance with this request, to state that the law of
reprisal furnishes a means of redress only between
the citizeus or subjects of separate States, and does
not inhere in the State as against its own citizens
or subjects. If one portion of the people of Ma-
ryland are to be mulcted in the amount of the dam-
ages sustained by another portion in the late inva-
sion of Maryland, it can only be on the theory that
this portion of the people are citizens of the so-
oalled Confederate Btates, with all the rights as
well as all the responaibilities of belligerents againat
the United States; for allegisnce and protection
are correlative terms.

As between the United States and the so-called
Confederato States, certain belligerent rights are,
pendente lite, recoguised by each party to belong
to the other. Among these reciproeal rights of war
are invasions of territory and levying of requisi-
tions for the support of armies. Our Generals in-
vade the insurgent States and forage on the enemy.
The Confederate Generals invade the Loyal States
snd forage on the ememy. Each in so doing ex-
ercises & right of war while the war lasts, however
differont may be the de jure relations of the two
belligerents. And the insurgents, in the recent
invasion, levied their contributions alike on the
“loyal” and on the “ sympathisers with the rebsl-
lion,””  They wore exercisiog & right of war against
the United States, and in so doing were no re-
speoters of persons, for they regarded every citizen
of Maryland as a citizen ¢f tho United States
Aud now comes the Convention and petitions tha
President of the United States to give s belligerent
status in the courts of opr military judieatare to
men whose lawful allogiance to the United Btatos is
rocognised by the enemy.

We ought perhaps to beg the pardon of our
rpaders for reforring to this topie, which some of
them may think unworthy of the sttentjon we haye
bestowed upon it. But as the refusal of the Pre.
sident to take the step to which ho is urged by
these zealols in Annapolis may su bjeot him to the
imputation of being slack to avenge the wrongs of
loyal citizens, we have judged it proper to place
this question in the light of law and justice, that
those whoso passions have blinded their judgment
may be shown to have no footing on which to bring
a railing acousation against Mr. LiNcoLN because
of his fuilure to listen to their advioce.

If any sympathizers with secession in Maryland
tided and abetted the enemy duting tho late raid,
lot them be brought to justive, but let not the de-

fault of the Government to proteot all the law-
| Abiding oitizons of Maryland in their rights an
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property be made the pretext for despoiling one
portion of the people to reimburse the other; and
that, too, when all classes of the citizens of the
State were treated by the enemy with no disorimi-

_nation.

- 'We need not say that the impraoticability of
this scheme of reprisals is only exoeeded by its
theoretioal impossibility. On this point the Bos-
ton Daily Advertiser justly says :

~“There sre many losses for which a pecunisry eom-
pensation osnnot be made, some for which it esonot be
eslimated, and wany which it wou!d pass sny human akill
to0 nssess equitably. For sll these the Union men of Ma-
ryland will bave to eontrive their own indemnity, and to
sustain the burden as best they can. d as the record
now stands, it will be the general judgment, we apprehend,
that this portion be auseseed ns a charge upon them,
with bardly lees justice than the other 1 assessed upon
their rebellious veighbors. Did not the Unien men also
do something to invite the invasion, when for yesr after

they failed to make u‘ sort of provision for local de-
¢2? Threatened in the first year of the war, Maryland
hss been invaded for three yesrs in succession; and to
what effici-ut movement to provide for such dangar oan
she yet point? Bhe is vot to be held fully accountable for
the agts pf rebellious children; but what special proofs of
alacrity and zeal for the defence of ber territory do her
loysl sony phow us 7 What have they done to escape the
morlifying somparison, which must ba made, between their
rendiness for the defeusive struggle, and that of the rebel
Virginiane of Lynchburg and Petersburg? Until eome
more aslieisctory apswer ocan be made to questions like
these thay the record vow affords, we apprehend that the
Unionistaof Maryland will find that the conntry holds them
in no shght degree responsible for their own losses.”
If there be any sting in the concluding portion
of this cemmentary by our Republican contempo-
rary it'is one which might not have been elicited
if the proposition in question had never been
broached ; but pecple will inquire respecting the
‘loyal” deeds of men who are so “loyal” in words.
1t seema to be conceived by some persons that it is
lawful f¢r the Administration to adopt any mea.
surcs for the punishment of men who are “dis-
loyal” in sentiment, however innocent they may
be of any overt acts against the peace or safety of
the Government. Not only is it sapposed that
this class of people have no rights which loyal men
are bound to respeet, but in its conduoct towsrds
them the Administration is urged to disregard all
considerationa of law and to act only at the sugges-
tion of passion and revenge.
A New Ymk journal having recently recom-
mended that all women who do not sympathize
with the Union cause should be banished from
their homes, the Commercial Advertiser comments
on the blind and passionate spirit betrayed by such
suggestions in the following just terms :
“That & man who bas once conceived such & proposition
should not be asbamed to utter it is perhaps not surpris-
ing, for we sre all given to earessing a chimera when it
has once made its way into the miod. But it is surprising
that such a proposition could be possibly entertained by
any man educated in American liberty. Oune is tempted
to ask himsell what is the use of liberty if those who have
braathed ita ntmouahm from the'cradle up besr to it no
more lntsiligent allegiance than this? That Americans, in
the middle of the nineteenth eentury, should be found at
the feet of the Spaniards of Alva gravely meditating the
conguest of opinion by foree of arms, mf the suppression
of ‘ sympathies’ by viulence and mjustics, strikes a eruel
blow at the sell-esteem of the age in which we live, and
puts us to asking, with Bir Thomas Browne, whether, after
all, any one eccuntry be reslly much better or mueh worsa
than anither. Certainly one never eould have believed,
even five years ago, that we should live to hear men of the
blood of Chatham and Burke, men of the ioheritance of
Washington and Jobn Adams, twaddling the sanguinary
commonplsces of 8 superannanted spiritunl despotism.
“T'6 say that any human beiog who inhabits any State of
this Republic has a right to ‘lLife, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness,’ sscred and inalisnable, and not to be inter-
fared with until he or ¢he, by some positive overt act, in-
terferes with the gencral good sud public serviee, would
have seemed, five years ago, ‘ most flagrantly superfluous '
The assertion rises now spparentiy to the height of a pub-
lie duty. It is not pleasant that this should be so, snd the
fact that so it is assuredly redeema the action of the Cleve-
Isnd Convention, by which Gen Fremsnt was nominated
for the Presidency, from the imputation east upon it of
being taken merely in the intereat of n vexed fastion sand
of a disappointed persvnal ambition, If we really peed, ns
a eommunity, to be taught the nlphabet of our rolmca! ox-
istenoe, the Cleveland Cunvention was not held a day too
soon. If we have still to learn that it iy the first condition
of our nalivoal vigor, whether in war or in pence, that in
dividuals should be left entirely untrammellsd in the for-
mation aod expression of opinion, then are we, *of sll men,
the moat miserable,’ putting our loysity in tithes of wint,
anise, and cummin, while we only neglect but pom-
tively decide to spit upon the weightier matter of the law."

Buch is the avidity with which any thing,
however repulsive, is received by certain persons
in the name of “loyalty,” that if a modern I ean
Swift should arise among us with ““a modest pro-
posal” for cating the children of rebels, (similar to
that Sommended to British royalists by the Dean
of Bt. Patrick’s in tho case of Irish-children,) is it
not probable that he would find a herd of faeile
assentator+s, who, in their esgerness to prove that
nothing ceuld revolt the ferce “ loyalty” of their
atomachs, would straightway give in their adhesion
to the proposition without suspeoting its plea-
santry ?
A PROFESSIONAL OPINION.
The British Army and Navy Guzotte, after reviewing the

facts in the late naval fight, says:

* The palm, therefore, of eare and skill muti be adjudged
to Capt. Winslow and his Firet Licutenant; aod it must
be o matter .of pride to these two oficers, confessedly
wmong the most practieal snd best gunnery officers of the
Northein States, to have achieved so important & triumph
al such a slight cost to their vessel and crew.”

STATE QUOTAS,

The quota of the Btats of NEW York is B0 318, This
is about 2,700 to each Congressional distriot, takng the
average. Itis one o spveu snd six-teuths of the total
vots for Pregident la 1860; and nearly ons in 44 of the
entire populstion.  This ratio would produce, on the popu-
Iution of the Fres Siates and Territories in 1860, about
435,000 men—s considerable figure below the half million
eall ‘

The quots of Nuw Jersey under the 500 000 eall ia
165,801, or 3,180 for each Congressionsl distriot, as an
average. New Jersey gave 121,125 votes for President,
and had a population of 489556 in 1860, The draft calls
for about one in seven and six-lenths of ihe voters, (same
ud in New York Btate,) and ooe in thirty one of the popu-
lation.

Tue quota of Missount is 20,678, about one in 444 of
her population in 1860, and one in 64 of her voters for
Prosident - Tribune.

FROM THE UPPER MISSOURL

81, Lovis, JULY 2].—The steamer Yellow Stone, from
the Upper Missouri, reports that Gen. Sully's Indian expe-
dition was at the mouth of Cannonball river building s
new fort to be called Fort Rice. Hostile Indians were in
force between Fort Rice and Fort Union, and a large
number are said to be some milea back of Fort Riee.
The cfficers of the bost eay Sully is sevoraly condemned
for inaclivity, he keeping hin troops, five thousand ia
pumber, '5!1%'0!’& when be ought to be hunting
Ll

and di enomy, snd express the
he wllm

inion that
& eollislon with the Indians.

ANOTHER INVABION THREATENED.

A BATTLE AT WINCHESTER.

We learn from the Baltimore papers that the military
suthorities of that sity bave received information of a bat
le fought last Bunday at Winchester, (Va ) of which the
prees generally recsived no ivtelligenoe on acoount of some
interruption of telegraphic communieation. The Bun gives
the following details of the affair, gathered from official
sources:

“ About eleven o'elock on Bunday morning, the rebel
forces uvder Geus Breckinridge snd Early attacked the
Union forces, under Gens. Crook and Averill, and Col Mul
ligan, at or near Winchester. There was also & portion of
Gen. Hunter's forces in the fight, but Gen. Hunter was not
present, being at Harper's Ferry. The battle lasted during
the entire day, and when night elosed in, the Union com-
manders, nscertaining that the rebels had received large
reinforcements, retired towards Martinsburg acd Harper's
Ferry.” On l'nnd? morning they retired from Martive-
burg to Harper's Ferry, aftar which the rebels oceupied
Mastinaburg. :

‘1t was announced that Col. Mulligan, (of Lexington,
Mo, fame,) commanding s brigadé in the fight of Sunday,
waa killed. He was wounded and seen to fall from his
horae, and it was thought was killed. He was an cfcer
well known to this country, and ks death will be deplored
by many friends. He has for the past yesr done much
service in Western Virginia along the line of the Baltimore
aud Obio Railroad.

It wae stated that Gen. Averill’a forcea sustained the
heavieat loss, as the rebels massed n large force against
them during the fight, and sucoceeded in taking several
guns from them, which, however, it is reported, they suo-
eoeding in reeapturing.

* The notual forces of the enemy are not known, but if
snother raid is contemplated into Maryland the military
authorities are prepared to give them & warm reception.

* Tha losses in the fight on Buuday are said to have been
quite severa.on both sides, but, in the absence of the offi-
cial accounts from the General eommanding the engage-
E:?gt.‘au statements from unofficial suthorities are with-

e ‘O

'The Baltimore American gives some additional partieu-
lars, as follows :
“ Gen. Averill, after his suocessful encounter with Ear-

cheater, where Early made s stand. and after heavy fight.
ing on Saturday and Sunday, tbe rebels having been in the
mean tine largely reinforeed, Gen. Averill was compelled
to full bsck to Harper's Ferry bringiog with him the
forces st Bunker Hill, and eausiog rlso the evacuation of
Martiosburg. The yebels appear to have pursued bim in
hin retreat, and on Mondsy afternoon again occupied Mar-
tineburg.

“ Our forces, according to the best sdvices we could ob-
tain, aré now ocnosntrating st Harper's Ferry, under com-
mand of Gen. Hunter, whilet the rebels hold Martiosburg,
and rumor states them to be in large foree, but this esn
hardly be possible beyond the strength of Early's and
Breekinridge's foroes. Their object in returning is doubt-
less to give time for the safity of their trains of plunder,
and to secure the sollection of a portion of the erop in the
Bhevandosh valley. That they may sgain oowe iuto Ma-
ryland for more plunder is hi‘hly probable, especially if
they find the way open to them, na is generally oase in
the military managewent of affairs aloog the border.

“ As to the extent of the disaster to our forces in the
fight beyond Winchester, we have no authentie informa-
tion. The train which leit Baliimore on Monday morning
for the West and proceeded ne far as Bandy Hook return-
ed about half-past seven o'clock the same evening, and all
the oars were dod with passengers. Mome of them
were Federal ocficers, who reportea that a heavy fight had
taken place between Harper's Farry and Winchester, and
that Hunter hud been repulsed. Beveral pleces of artillery

A MISBION TO RICHMOND.

Almost simultaneously with the tolqnphlo. announope-
(ment that peace negotiations were in progress st Niagara
Falls we heard that two gentlemen—Mr, “ Edmund
Kirke " (James R. Gilmore, formerly of Oraoge, and now
of Bosaton,) aod Col. James F. Jaques, of the Seventy-
third Ilinois volunteers—had just returned to Washing-
fon from Richmond, whither they went by sousent of the
suthorities, for some purpose which is not stated. Col.
Jaques, who is & clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal
Chureb, sppears to have acted as principal in this entar-
prise, and, while baving no authority to spesk eithsr for
the President or Government, seemn to have possessed rn
irfluence which secured bim polite attention snd a respect-
ful hearing. ‘With his companion he remained thres days
at the rebel eapital—Baturday, Sunday, and Mouday laat.
It in stated that the Colonel will goon publish an sccount
of this visit. In the mesn time we oopy what the Wash-
ington correspondent of the New York Times says of it :
*“ Of the real object and end of Col. Jaques' mission,
I sm requested by himsélf not now to speak. It is per-
fectly proper to state, however, that it is in no respect offi-
cial in its oharacter, and that he had no warranty what-
aver to eoter into any negotiations between this Govern-
ment aud the rebel authorities. Any statement that would
convey a different impression 1s false. Sacondly, it may be
stated that though Col. Jaques' inission contemp!ates results
of the highest importance, these results are nliarior rath.r
than immediste. Fioally, it is warrantable to say thag
though bis misslon was one of peace, it was pot s pence
mission. Col. Juques belongs to the ehureh wilitant and
believes moat hnrul;hi’n deasling the rebellion what Hudi.
bras calls ‘spostolie blows and kooeks ' Yet be has faith
that the time will come, snd is rapidly eoming, when an
agency, of reconcilistion which he believes to be of im-
mense power oun be used.

‘ Animated by this sentiment, he succeeded in so im-
pressing his views upon Mr. Lincoln that the President,
without according him the smallest official recoguition or
authority, was willing, believing his honesty of purpose,
that he showld try the experiment of & visit to Richmond.
According'y, he gave him & personal recommendstion to
Gep. Grant to pass him through the lines, or otberwise
forward his views. Thus sided, Col. Jaques, scoimypa-

ly's forces, pursued them to the mountains beyond Wio- ‘nied by Mr. Edward Kirke, made hia way from Gen.

Grant’s hendquarters by the north side of the James river,
and, pnesing the rebel lines, resched the Confedernts oapi-
tal. Here they remained for thres dsys—=Satorday, Sun-
day, and Mouday last. Whils in Riebhmond, Col aques,
at his own request, was placed under guard; but be bad
the entire freedom of the city, and put up during bis visit
at Lhe Spottewood Houes, the *orack’ hotel of Riohmond.
“The Colovel, during his three daye' siay, visited the
various Confederate authorities, as well as the prisogs an
hospitals in which our eaptives and d«d are eonfined.
He had two prolonged interviews with President Davis
in his office in the custom-house ; and, although the nature
aud subject matter of the conversstions between himself
and the rebel President are not proper for present publi-
ealion, yet it is understood that Col. Jaques met with con -
siderable success in impressing his views upon Mr. Davis,
When taking his leave, Davis took the Colonel's hand in
both hin, shook it warmly sod cordially, and stated that,
leaving out of view the present struggle, he had the highest
respect for his charactér and aima.

* The Colonel, whils s guest at the Bpottawood Honse,
fared sumptuously, being fed on chicken, turkey, mutton,
and all the viands of 8 well appointed hotel, and enter-
tained with fipe brandies and costly wines. His bill would
have smounted to more than five hundred dollars in, Con-
federate money, but he found it impossible to indnee his
entertaioers to acoapt any return for the hospitality he had
received. Col. Jaques also had intarviews with Mr. Ben-
jamin, Becretary of Btate, Mr. Ould, Commissioner of

bad been captured, sleo a large number of men of two bni-
gades. 1t is 1mpossible to ascertain the troa siate of affuics
in that region, but there is no doubt that a serious disaster
has cecurred to the forces of Gen Hunter.

“We learn that orders wers sent on Monday night to re-

‘F-thar Des-
ebmidt, who was on board the Yellow Btone, had two | (

move the army and medieal stores from Frederick as a
matter of procaution, nod to prepare to evacuste the eity
in ease of the advance of the rebels unchecked in that di-
rection.”

torday, the Amerioun rays :

' Aw fur an we can necertain this morning, Gen. Averill
bas not been killed as reported, but was compelled by s
greatly superior rebel fores to fall bnek to the Potomse
through Martinsburg to Willinmsport, Maryland, carrying
with him the garrison st hat point. Whether the rebeis
oecupied Martinsburg on Monday night is oot known,
but of its evacustion thers seems to bo no doubt.

* This morning the trains to Frederick nod Washington
went out as usunl, and a train for Sandy Hook left ut
745 A. M. Y
* The suspension of telagraphic operations laat night is
waid to have been caused by the storm of wind blowing
down 8 pole. OGen. Hunter has, however, forbidden all
telegraphic cowmunieation with Harper’s Ferry, and of
course we have nothing direct from that vieinity.”

We have no later news from the Upper Potomse. The
newspapers, the telegraphic lives, snd the War Depart-
ment are all silent as respects operations in that quarter.
There are street rumors of further fighting on Tuesday be-
tween Martinsburg and Williamsport, but of their reliabili-
ty we know nothing. They seem to be founded on reports
that firing of artillery was heard in that direction on
the day mentioned. It is said that the Union troops have
not yet abandoned Harper's Ferry, and that they bold Ma-
ryland Heights 10 strong force.

JACKBON AND UNICN.

In 1837 President Jackson wrote from Washington to
g Mra. Juokson, of New York city, n letter of thanks for
the eompliment given him by the lady in msking her sun
his vamesnks. The fullowing passages oceur in that old
Union man's leiter:

YT enaloae herewith the usual giftc to this namesskoe that
1 bave bestowed on all my others; it bears the imprees of
the eagle of his country dieplayed on all her banners ; aod,
ns the child grows iu years snd in wisdom, I have to de.
nd upon you o explsio to him, with this injunction of
r- godfather, thut when he arrives at the years of man-
hood he will always be found sustaining the eagle of his
country from the insult or grasp of a foreign foe, and the
still more dangerous ememy the iniestine iraitor who may
engage in the ms of severing our glorious Union,
upon which depeads the perpotuation of our happy Govern-
ment, waich will endure so long as owr confederated sysiem
sts, and no longer. Instill 1n his mind that our Federal
/mion must be preseroed.  To the patriotism of bis dear
parenta I trust this lesson will be early impressed, with
ali moral virtues, on his miod. ! :

“ I beg you to kiss the dear boy for me and present him
with my blessing My prayers will be constantly offered
up for him !hnt‘ia muy have & long and useful life; that
he moy be n bleesing to his parents in their declining years,
and & happy immortality,. With my sinoere prayeras for
your and your dear husband’s welfare and bappiness here
and herveafter, and that of your amisble family I am, very
respectfully, your friend, ANDREW JACKSON,

“ Mre. JACKSON, of the city of New York."

THE SPANISH-AMERICAN QUESTION.

From Galignani's Messenger of July 9.

The Bpanish Government has sent to Don Mariano Mo-
riers, the Poruvian Consnl at Madrid, a plan ol arrange-
ment of pending diffienlties between the two ecountries.
The following are the conditiona which are to serve as the
baeen of the undaratandiog in question :

Peru sball send to Madrid an official diplomatie repre-
sentative who shall solemnnly deelare :

First. That the Peruvian Government disapproves of
the attempts made by the suthorities of Callao te near-
cerate the Seeretary of the Spanish Commissioner, and
that those nuthorities are now dimmissed (rom their funo-
tions,

Second. That the Peruvisn Government has neither pro-
voked nor taken any part in the attempts directed by the
Peruviana agrinst the person of the Spanish sommissioner
during Wis journey from Gallao to Paita, Pavama, and Ae-
pinvall, and that it is y to punish the suthdrs of them.

‘I'he Bpaniah Government on ite side will. send a repro-
sentative to Lima for the purpose of demanding that jue-
tico whall be done in the affsir of Twlambo. The Spanish
envoy will be furnished with letters of credence similsr to
those of which M. Salazar wae the besrer, and that com-
missioner shall be received by the Peruvinn Government,
linme diately after such reception the Chiuchs Ialands will
ba delivered up to the person appointed by the Peruvisn
Jovermment. Pﬂnt Govérnment shall namo and send &

councils with three bundred Bioux nesr Fort Bertholon,
who expressed an anxiety to make pesce with the whitea.
Twenty-six men, Idaho mingrs, eames down on the Yellow
Stone with over two hundred thousand dollars in gold
each.

plenipotentinry to Bpain in erder to conclude on the most
cquitable bases, and with somplete good faith, & treaty be-
tweon that republic and the Spanish nation similare to those

\whiah bave bean already signed with the other Hispano- &

Awmerioan Republios,

Reeurring to the subject in its afterncon edition of “yes- ;

ﬁxchmg.u. aud other Cunfederate dignitaries and mptho-
Lies.

“The Colonel was permitted to wsit {he Libby and
Belle Isle prisons, and reports that he ey agreeably dis-
appointed by the ecomparativelv eomfortable eondition in
which ke found our Uniop captives therein confined. The
wounded leo, though only the more desperate cases, are
retained in the hospitals of Richmond, he found as wrell
eared for as could be a;geebed.

“ Tho streets of Richmond are a'most desartsd, fow
oth®re being seen than soldiers, women, Degroes, nnd erip-
ples. lunf of the stores, however, reiasin open, and Lhere
is some bueiness activity.

_ “Cot Jaques desoribes Jeff. Davis
in ance, his bealth being mueh better s

it had boen_: aod, lhom thi: in face and p:‘:;:i’n.wll‘:o?
tough and wiry eonstitution of the rebel chisftain presents
ao likelthood of his giviog out during the natursl life of
the rebellion. .
“ Extraordinary though Col. Jaques's story, his mission,
and ll belonging thersto way appear, there can be no
doubt whatever of his thorough honesty; and with this
qualily he appears to be eredited both by our own and the
rebel nuthoritics, Of bis wisdom there may posaibly be
more queation.” X

as hale and hearty

e ]

LETI'ER FROM “ EDMUND KIREKE."

Mr. James R. GiLmoRg, better knovin a4  Edmund
Kirke," suihor of * Among the Pines,” has decmed it
proper to deny, by s publication in the Boston papers,
oertain inferences which have appeared in their ¢ lumns
respacting hix ¥ieit to R.chmond o company with Col,
Jaques. The following passages of Mr. Gilmore's letter,
sud which embrace the material portions of it, will doubt-
less lnterest our readers in counexion with the foregoing
narrative. The letter is dated st Boston on Friday morn.
ing Inst:

otio Christian gentleman. He is widely knowg sud eq-
teemed st the Weal. Before the war be was for fourteen

years President of Quiney Coliege, Illinois, sud st the

breaking out of the rebellion was selected by Gov Yates

to raise u three years' regiment  He did so, snd with that

regiment wae in the front of the assaunlt at Fort Doselson ;

did effective sorvies at Pittaburg Laoding ; saved our left

wivg ut Perryville:  fought na i pever saw man fight ba-

fore ' (those were Gen. Kocecran's exset worfls to me) nt
Ntone river; stood his growod till thres horses were shot
under biw nod three fourths of his men lay dend or wounded
ahout him st Chicksmavgs, snd was the first man to enter
the rebel entrenchmevts on the heights of Mission Ridge.
Such a record, I think, should Justity soy weakness I bave
for bm.

* With his supposed ' mission’ I have nothing to do. T

weot with hifn—or rather he went with me, for my

asa directed Gen. Grant to *silow J. R Gilmore and

riend to pass our lines and go Bouth'—to Richmond, on

Suturdsy Iast, and I can say, unequivocaily, that the Proas

deut knew nothink of bis secompanyiog me. Mr. Linouin,
though an old-time friend and acquaintance of Ccl. Jaryues,
has not even seen him for nearly three years Hew the
newspaper setntements in referenoe to our visiy po Mr.
Davis originated I do not know.  Ustil twelve, y'alook last
night—when I roturned to my bome in Pyjs ity—I had
communionted to no buman being, &3 .ept Gens. Butler
and Grant and the President, the f st o having been in
the rebel eapital at ail. ¢

‘- 1 nm not and never have Lpen connected with the New
York Tribuce At the yrgeot solicitstion of Mr. Sidney
Howard Gay, the tanaging editor of that journal, (who is
a very desr aud intimate of mine,) I did consent,
nearly twu years ago, to the Tribune Assceiation publisn-
ing o obeap edition of my books, (but that arrangement
waa loug sinee discontinued,) sod I did, in July last, write
half & dugen sketohes for that I have not, how-
over, exclinnged a word with Mr. Greeley, or even seen
him, for fully three months, and I have no connection with,
in faot I know absolutely nothing of his ‘ negotiations.’

* This mueh, however, in refarence to that much talked-
of matter, being & Yaokee, I can guess. I well result an
nm\iﬁ. Jefforson Davis said to me last Suoday (and
with all bis faults I believe bim s man of truth:) * This
war must go on till the last of this generstion falls in bis
| temoks, and his children seize his musket and fight our
battle, unless you acknowledge onr right of self goverament

We are not fighting for slavery. We are fighiumg for ixe
DEPENDENCE, and that or extermination we will have *

“ 1 Massrs. Sanders, Huloombe, Thompasn & C, have
‘ pulled the wool ' over the eyes of Mr. Greeley thoy have
not pulled it uyer the eyes of Mr. Lineoln.  He, [ koow,
fully understands and appreciates their overtures, and you
ean safely nssure your readere that the interests and honor
of the country are safe in his hands,

‘1 have returned from the Bouth ryaeh prostrated by
discase contraoted there, but if my wtrength aliows 1 sbinll
tell you snd your readers ‘how wnd why I wen: to Rich-
mond ' in the next (Beplem_‘“,} pumber of the Atlanlia
Monthly." #i5

MOUNTAING ON Pk —The Allegheny mountaios, be-
tween Blaie and Cambria counties, near Cresson station,
are o0 fire, and at night exhibit a fearfully lurid sspect.
Several fences and meadows along the rond have also been
on fire, eatohing from sparks of the locomotive.— Harrig,
targ(Pa.) le,

1 consider him (Col. Jaquen) u brave, true, and patri- |



